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952-873-6492 
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Web: stjohnbelleplaine.org 

September 2024 

Sunday School will be starting September 8th 

with Rally Sunday 

September 4th– Connect and Confirmation Leaders 
Meeting at 7:00 pm 

September 11th- Connect and Confirmation 

Orientation at 7:00 pm 

September 18th– Connect and Confirmation  

Starts at 6:00 pm 

Fall Worship hours  

Starting September 8th with Worship 

Services at 8:00 and 9:15. 

Sunday School also starts on September 

8th with Rally Sunday. 

Wednesday Night Worship Service 

at 6:00 pm 

October  2nd and 9th 

First Communion Instruction 6:45 pm 

Must attend both classes 

 

October 13th or 30th 

First Communion Service 



Unapproved St. John Lutheran Church Council Minutes 
August 12th, 2024 

President Albert Koepp called the meeting to order at 6:36 p.m.  

Present:  

 
 

Opening Devotions:  

Pastor Ted opened the meeting with a prayer. 
 

Approval of Minutes:  

Members of Council reviewed the minutes from June 10th, 2024 Council Meeting. Motion was made, se-
conded and carried to approve the meeting minutes from June.  A motion was made, seconded and carried 
to approve the agenda for August 12th, 2024. 
 
Pastor Ted Report: 
July 2024 Pastor’s Report 
Confirmation Camp 
I thought camp went great. The kids were enthused, participated really well, and had good attitudes. There 
were no problems at all.  Camp Onomia has a tremendous amount of potential!  
We should probably clarify the language used in our Confirmation communications. I suggest using 
language like “Confirmation students are expected to attend the week at Confirmation Camp.”   
I think it would be best to decide about it being a “requirement” when the new pastor arrives.  If the pastor 
wants it to be a requirement, then they will have a longer period of time to establish that. 
 
Fall Confirmation Calendar 
I would like to begin communicating about the fall Confirmation program in the August newsletter. I have laid 
out some dates and would like the Council to affirm the proposed schedule.   
 
September 
4th  Confirmation and Connect Leaders Meeting 
11th  Parent Student Orientation 
18th  First Class 
April 
Easter is April 20th in 2025. In 2024, the week after Sunday, April 21, is when school activities and sports 
began affecting attendance.   It seems strange to not have class after Easter.  I do not see much purpose in 
going past May 7th. Last year virtually all 7th and 8th graders were absent on the second Wednesday of 
May (May 8, 2024) because of the band concert. It will also be a challenge to not have class for 6 weeks, 
and then start up class again for one or two weeks. I suggest something like: 
April 23 – Class Wrap up (Wrap up of class themes) 
April 30 – Small Group End of Year Night (NO Lesson) 
 
First Communion  
October 2 & 9 Classes 
October 13 – First Communion Sunday (or Wed. Oct 30) 
 
Confirmation Sunday 
October 26 Saturday Retreat 
October 27 Confirmation during 2nd Service 

X Pastor Ted X Albert Koepp X Jim Eggers X Anne Herrmann 

 Teresa Latzke  X Jan Effinger X Tim Moonen  Chris Zellman 

 Jerold Stauffacher X Jaime Petersen  Cayla Menke X David Bungarden 

X Steve Kelm       



Staff Reports:  
Custodian Staff Report. Nothing to report.  
Rae’s staff reports were reviewed by members of the council.  
Audrey’s Staff Report: On leave 
 
Treasurer’s Reports:  
The monthly financial reports were reviewed by the Council members. Jerold reported June offerings were 
down again this month and overall revenue is down $10,000. Pastor Ted would like Venmo information for 
orientation. The Venmo QR code should be posted in the pews and gathering area for easy access. Church 
Mutual is canceling our insurance effective November 10th and they are working on getting quotes from the 
other companies. Since the Youth Fund will not be needed until 2025, they opened a 7-month Certificate of 
Deposit (CD) to increase earnings. 
 
Transfers:  
In: None 
Out: None 
 

Ongoing Business:  
Church Roll Update has been tabled for next month.  
The Transition Team has met and drafted Section 2 of the Ministry Site Profile. They also prepared to rollout 
the Goals survey and a postcard to communicate the timeline. Both of these will be going out in Septem-
ber.  
Audrey has returned from her leave and is in the office during the afternoons.  Welcome back, Audrey! 
Custodian position: Amanda Schultz, who was helping out in the interim, has officially been offered and ac-
cepted the position.  Welcome aboard, Amanda! 
Scholarship program: Molly Moonen is looking for volunteers to brainstorm fundraising ideas. 
New Business: 
Camp Update: See Pastor’s Report. 
 
Ministry Team Updates:  
The Stewardship Committee continued to engage the congregation with short monthly newsletter articles. 
The August article focuses on the number of volunteers needed for Worship services and Youth education.  
The Small Group/Faith Formation Committee met with the Worship and Music Committee and Children’s 
Team to collaborate on activities. They continue to look for volunteers supporting Worship services. 
The Buildings & Grounds Committee has ordered new seat cushions for the pews. 
The Worship and Music Committee has organized choir members to sing before service and is asking for 
volunteers to run the PowerPoint. Pastor Ted and Jan will look into using the remote to control the presen-
tation slides. 
The Nomination Committee had nothing to report this month.  
 

Motion was made, seconded, and carried to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 p.m. Meeting was adjourned fol-
lowed by the Lord’s prayer. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Anne Herrmann, substituting for Teresa Latzke, 

Secretary 
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Congressional Outreach Team  
August 25, 2024 

 

Committee Members (and others) Present: 
Linda Schwichtenberg - Chair 
Albert Koepp 
Mindy Chevalier 
Anne Herrmann 
 

Name Change:  
Congressional Outreach Team - Subcommittee of Stewardship 
Worship Volunteer Recruitment & Communication - Greeting, Ushers (w/ Head Usher), Commun-
ion Assistant, Lay Readers, Power Point, Video 
 

New Business 
Connect with Confirmation Leaders about getting the Confirmands involved after they are confirmed. 
Can we be invited to Parents night? - (Teresa L./Jamie P/Jim Eggers) 
We can sign students/families up for different committees - Create a QR code - follow up - Mindy 
 

Rotation Communication 
Linda has been communicating with the Church office 2 months in advance of the rotation for:  
Greeters, Communion Assistants and Lay Readers - Audrey puts this information in the newsletter.  
Altar Guild - Renee Muelners takes care of this duty 
 

Volunteers - Immediate Need for the Powerpoint: 
Starting September 8th - Rally Sunday the 9:30am Service will be recorded.  We are looking for people 
interested in running the Power Point for the 8:00am service and substitutes for the 9:30am service. Is 
there the potential of one person from the usher team running the power point? - Anne will connect with 
Dave as lead Usher 
 

Next Meeting: The Month of November 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Linda Schwichtenberg 
Albert Koepp 
Mindy Chevalier 
Anne Herrmann 
 







September Altar Guild: Lana Hanson 

September 1 Worship Assistants 

9:00 

Greeters: Sue Koenig 

Reader: Albert Koepp 

Communion Assistants: Albert Koepp, Dorothy Koepp, Beth Beuch 

Ushers: Albert Koepp, Dorothy Koepp, Kevin Koepp, Matt Stier, Bruce Volek, Tim Carlson, Josh Koepp, Brent 

Koepp, Mitchell Koepp, Tim Moonen, Justin Stauffacher 

September 8 Worship Assistants 

Coffee Time: Coffee Time Committee  

8:00 

Greeters: Nick and Bryn Davis 

Lay Reader: Bryn Davis 

Communion Assistants: Nick and Bryn Davis, Patty Laabs 

Ushers: Brent Schwichtenberg, Greg Schwichtenberg, Bruce 
Schmidt, Richard Laabs, Jodi Savage 

9:15 

Greeters: Cindy Schoenbauer, Jenny Petty 

Reader: Steve Schroeder 

Communion Assistants: Cindy Schoenbauer, Jenny Petty, Steve 

Schroeder 

Ushers: Chris and Annette Moylan, Steve Schroeder, Lee Sauter, 
Jenny Petty 

September 15 Worship Assistants 

Coffee Time:                         

8:00 

Greeters: Terry and Angie Kahle 

Lay Reader: Deana Siekmann 

Communion Assistants: Deana and Brian Siekmann, Terry 

Siemon 

Ushers: Brent Schwichtenberg, Greg Schwichtenberg, Bruce 
Schmidt, Richard Laabs, Jodi Savage 

9:15 

Greeters: Kenny and Wendy Theis 

Reader: Phoebe Einertson 

Communion Assistants: Phoebe Einertson, Teresa Latzke, 

Lynne Jeurissen 

Ushers: Chris and Annette Moylan, Steve Schroeder, Lee Sauter, 
Jenny Petty 

September 22 Worship Assistants 

Coffee Time:                          

8:00 

Greeters: Sharon Adelmann 

Lay Reader: Michelle Melheim 

Communion Assistants: Michelle Melheim, Sharon 

Adelmann 

Ushers: Chris Schultz, Luke Schultz, Logan Schultz, Rob 
Schultz, Mark Schultz, Wayne Koepp, Aaron Leonard 

9:15 

Greeters: Gerald and Diane Bratsch 

Reader:  

Communion Assistants: Greg and Linda Schwichtenberg 

Ushers: Dave and Sara Bungarden, Ron and Dianne Rasmussen 

September 29 Worship Assistants 

Coffee Time:                          

8:00 

Greeters: Lowell and Laurie Hiles 

Lay Reader: Jodi Savage 

Communion Assistants: Jodi Savage, Renee Meuleners, Dave 

Latzke 

Ushers: Chris Schultz, Luke Schultz, Logan Schultz, Rob 
Schultz, Mark Schultz, Wayne Koepp, Aaron Leonard 

9:15 

Greeters: Anita Lambrecht 

Reader: Sara Bungarden,  

Communion Assistants: Sara Bungarden, Brent Koepp, Mindy 

Chevalier 

Ushers: Dave and Sara Bungarden, Ron and Dianne Rasmussen 



CALLED TO SERVE THROUGH OUR GIVING 

Offering Received the week of               

July 25-31 

General Fund—$3,755 

Improvement Fund—$876 

August 1-7 

General Fund—$13,997 

Improvement Fund—$1,700 

August 8-14 

General Fund— $3,233 

Improvement Fund- $475 

August 15-21 

General Fund— $3,937 

Improvement Fund- $470 

Financial Corner 
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